




All proceeds support the ministry of Christian Life Resources.

Popcorn Bowl 
Ceramic bowl holds approximately six quarts of popped corn. 

Verse on bowl reads: A fabulous treat, buttered or sweet… 
A warm bowl of popcorn just can’t be beat! 

See that the Lord is good. -Psalm 34:8
Size: 5" deep x 10" diam. 

CLR-8926   $24.00 

Bread Plate
Design is fired onto microwave and 
dishwasher safe ceramic. 
Verse on plate reads: God’s blessings 
are a feast for the heart. See that the 
Lord is good. -Psalm 34:8
Size: 12 1/4"W x 6 3/4"H 
CLR-8924   $15.25

 

Pie Plate
Plate has scalloped edges and is made of microwave/ 

dishwasher and oven-safe ceramic. 
Verse on plate reads: Fresh baked goodness is the 
season’s start of a feast of memories to warm the 

heart. See that the Lord is good. -Psalm 34:8
Size: 10" diam. x 1" deep  

CLR-8927   $17.00 

Soup Pot/Cookie Jar
Lidded ceramic pot holds approximately one gallon liquid. 
Could also be used as a cookie jar.
Verse on jar reads: Good food to warm you inside out and 
loved ones gathered near make frosty winter days the best 
times of the year. See that the Lord is good. -Psalm 34:8
Size: 6 3/4" x 7" diam. 
CLR-8925   $24.00 

Shop over 1,500 more gifts at www.FamilyTG.com!

3 WAYS TO ORDER
1. Securely online: www.FamilyTG.com
2. Call: 1-800-478-2719
3. Mail pre-addressed order form

Heart Warmers Collection
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Larry was passionate about protecting 
unborn children. What role did 
you play in those early years of 
supporting him with this effort?

My only involvement, initially, was 
supporting Larry in his passion. I had a 
full-time job caring for our 12 children.

All of your children are pro-life. How did 
you and Larry instill that value in them?

Children learn by example. It was obvious 
that Larry and I were pro-life and that 
was what God desired of all of us.

Some of our children were born during the 
time that “Zero Population Growth” was 
considered politically correct. I’m sure our 
children witnessed some negative looks 
and comments as part of a large family. 
But Larry always stressed that we should 
do all things “to the glory of God.”

What were some of Larry’s early 
frustrations in starting WELS Lutherans 
for Life?

His main frustration was with pastors who 
either thought our group was unnecessary 
or part of the “social gospel” and therefore 
not their concern. Larry once wrote:  

“We sought out those that understood 
that abortion is contrary to God’s 
Word. Pastor Joel Gerlach was willing 
to stand with us. He presented the 
keynote address at the organizational 
meeting of Lutherans for Life. The 
presentation topic was ‘What Can a 
Christian Do About Abortion?’ ” 

Abortion numbers are starting to 
decline. What would Larry say today 
about the current situation?

He would be delighted. I believe (and I think 
he would too) that part of the decline is due 
to abstinence teaching. However, please be 
aware that there are millions of unreported 
abortions. We have lots of work to do.

Besides starting WELS Lutherans 
for Life, what other steps did Larry 
take to combat abortion?

He was active in other Right to Life groups. 
He was the Public Relations Chairman for 
Illinois Federation Right to Life. He also 
worked closely with Americans United 
for Life (AUL).  He was very supportive of 
me when I went back to school to get my 
masters of education. I did my research 

 H I s t o r y
Interview with Joyce Marquardt 

continued on page 10

Larry Marquardt

 

The Founder

I have served as the first and only National Director of Christian Life Resources. I have been 
around since the start-up of the original national board in 1983 and before permanent staffing 
was secured. Yet, to the surprise of many, the organization was not my creation. The roots 
of Christian Life Resources can be traced to Mr. Larry Marquardt from Illinois, who founded 
this pro-life and pro-family agency. When this organization started, it was originally named 
Lutherans for Life. It later became WELS Lutherans for Life, and in 1999 it was renamed 
Christian Life Resources.

As this final installment in our Anniversary History series, I wish to focus on the founder, Larry 
Marquardt. Since Larry died in June 2001, we decided to interview his wife, Joyce, a pro-life 
advocate who remains personally involved in protecting lives.

We thank God for having given us Larry Marquardt, and we honor his memory with this article.
- Pastor Robert Fleischmann
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in Abstinence Education and wrote a 
5th-6th grade curriculum, which I am still 
teaching along with my 7th-8th grade 
class. He also produced brochures for 
Lutherans for Life (LFL) and of course 
spoke whenever he had the opportunity. 

Of all the critical issues, and all the 
projects in which Larry was involved, 
how did the abortion issue rise to 
the top of Larry’s concerns?

In a prepared speech for Lutherans 
for Life, Larry stated:

“In 1939 France and England declared 
war on Germany, and World War 
II began. The reason stated in the 
declaration by the allied powers was ‘to 
defend the rights of smaller nations.’

“I thought to myself that was the proper 
reason – the large should defend the 
small, the strong should defend the 
weak.  The summer of 1940 I spent 
bedridden in the contagious disease 
hospital of Chicago with a case of scarlet 
fever. My main source of entertainment 
was a radio in our ward. I listened to 
news most of my waking moments. 
The news was centered around the war. 
France surrendered that summer to the 
Germans, and a sizable portion of their 
forces switched sides. Vichy France was 
now an ally of Hitler. France warships, 
flying the French flag were now fighting 
against the rights of smaller nations. I 
thought to myself, how  sad it is when 

a nation deserts good for evil…

“In my teenage years I became 
interested in the history of the Christian 
church. The Lord led me to marry 
Joyce in 1960. Our love for God and 
for each other continued to grow…

“In 1964 abortion became legal 
in England, 1969 New York, and 
Hawaii also legalized abortion.

“The Catholic Church immediately 
became vocal with a strong pro-
life position and witness.

“Pastor Harold Wicke, director of the 
Northwestern Lutheran, produced several 
positive editorials, as did the late 
Dr. Sig Becker. One small Lutheran 
Federation (FAL) that was in fellowship 
with Wisconsin Synod produced a 
position paper condemning abortion 
and euthanasia. I was privileged to 
co-author that paper.   	

The Marquardt Family

continued from page 9

“On January 22, 1973, I 
was driving home when 
the announcement came 
over the radio that the 

Supreme Court had legalized 
abortion on demand. Life, 
liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness were no longer 
guaranteed to the unborn.
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“On January 22, 1973, I was driving home 
when the announcement came over 
the radio that the Supreme Court had 
legalized abortion on demand. Life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness were 
no longer guaranteed to the unborn. I 
was certain that Congress would correct 
and reverse this immoral decision. There 
were a few voices of protest. The Catholic 
Church spoke out, testified before 
Congress, and attempted to use its 
influence to right the wrong. Where was 
protestant America? They were by and 
large silent or on the wrong side of the 
issue as was Vichy France in World War 
II. Our nation had deserted good for evil.  

“I began attending pro-life functions.  
My typical introduction was ‘Hey, 
I would like you to meet Larry 
Marquardt. He’s not Catholic!’

“I began approaching everybody that 
would sit still, and give them a pro-
life lecture, literature and an offer to 
see the ‘Abortion – How It Is’ slides.

“We formed a pro-life committee at our 
church, St. John’s, Libertyville, IL. That 
committee became Lutherans for Life. 
We started a hotline and established a 
support network, printed material, and 
had a speakers’ bureau...”	

I think you can read from Larry’s comments 
how the Lord prepared him as a child to 
have empathy for the “least.”  He always 
studied theology – from college days 
when he enrolled in the Perkins School of 
Theology at SMU. He left school because of 
the liberal theology he encountered there.

If given the chance, what would Larry 
have done differently with WELS 
Lutherans for Life?

I’m not sure he would have done anything 
differently. He would have done more. He 
talked about having a Lutheran Chair of 
Medicine at a prominent medical school 

since most pro-life doctors are Catholic.

He felt there should be someone 
speaking on pro-life issues every 
Sunday in one of our churches – so 
many of our people are uninformed.  

He believed in getting informed and 
involved politically in support of life.  
Abstinence should be taught in all 
our schools. Children need to know 
that actions have consequences – 
sometimes life-changing ones.

What were some of his greatest joys 
about WELS Lutherans for Life?

Every time we had a chance to witness 
to God’s Law and the Gospel of Christ it 
was a joy. Every baptism – every birth – 
every decision not to abort – all joy!!!

Please share a couple of favorite 
stories from Larry’s experiences 
with WELS Lutherans for Life.

One of the stories he loved to tell was about 
our very first client. We hadn’t even opened 
our center when a Catholic lawyer we knew 
called Larry looking for help. He had a 
teenage girl in his office, and her parents 
were pressuring her to get an abortion. 
Cindi Sampe had completed her training 
in Hawaii, and she took charge. Before the 
day was over she had legal custody of the 
girl and had her enrolled in the local high 
school. Unfortunately, the pregnancy ended 
in a miscarriage, but the entire episode 
showed that we could be successful.

I remember the story of the first baby 
adopted through our center. The parents 
were teenagers – not ready to start a family. 
Their son was adopted by a WELS couple 
who loved him dearly and educated him in 
WELS schools. Today that boy is married 
and a father himself. Praise be to God!

Visiting friends and family is the 

single biggest reason Americans 

travel during the holidays. Visits 

account for 53 percent of all 

Thanksgiving long-distance trips 

and 43 percent of long-distance 

trips during Christmas/New Year’s. 

Visits make up only 24 percent 

of all long-distance travel during 

the remainder of the year.

SOURCE: US. Department of Transportation

I’m not sure he would have 
done anything differently. He 
would have done more... He 

felt there should be someone 
speaking on pro-life issues 
every Sunday in one of our 
churches - so many of our 
people are uninformed.
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t h e  t i e  t h at  b i n d s
by Tim Snyder Christian Life Resources Director of Media Services and R&D

Family Traditions That 
Cherish Life

Wonderful aromas are wafting in from the kitchen. A 
juicy turkey continues to roast in the oven, and the spicy 
scent of a baked pumpkin pie still lingers in the air. In 
the living room the lights are dimmed, and the glow of 
the Christmas tree and the flicker of the candles on the 
Advent wreath create a warm and inviting atmosphere. 
Sounds complete the picture. A buzz of activity can be 
heard from the kitchen. Some family members are helping 
grandmother put the finishing touches on the lavish meal. 
Their cheerful chatter mingles with the clinking of kitchen 
utensils. In the dining room Grandpa gives directions as 
the table is set, and the older boys haul in extra chairs. 
The younger children laugh and play in the family room. A 
holiday with family – there is no place you would rather be. 



12 November /  December 2008 13C l ear   ly  C ar  i n g November /  december 2008

WEBSITE RESOURCES at  www.ChristianLifeResources.com

A Product of Their Upbringing - A Look at Children’s Values Reflective of Parents’ Attitudes (Shortcut # 6622)

A Culture of Caring - A Look at Teaching Children to Care for Others (Shortcut # 6482)

Learn more about helping New Beginnings - A Home for Mothers at www.HomeForMothers.com/?Help.php

Perhaps this scene is familiar to you, or 
maybe it’s a dream that you’ve been longing 
for. There is something very special about 
family. A family is a place where one should 
feel loved, with no strings attached. A 
Christian family is a place where we care 
for each other, physically and spiritually. 
The Christian acknowledges that family 
is a beautiful gift from a loving God.

The family is, or should be, a place where 
the value of life is upheld. This is evident 
when the news of a pregnancy is greeted 
with joy and genuine concern for the 
welfare of mother and child. This is evident 
when thoughtful family members work to 
accommodate the special needs of aging 
grandparents and great-grandparents. 
Even the simplest acts of kindness and 
thoughtfulness are evidence of a pro-life 
culture that is profoundly Christian.

Not all families enjoy such love and 
harmony. Sin takes a heavy toll in many 
homes, and as a result, many families 
become fractured and dysfunctional. Broken 
homes seem to outnumber strong Christian 
homes in today’s culture. Even Christian 
homes are tainted by sin, but comfort can be 
found in knowing that forgiveness is found 
at the cross of Christ. Healing comes when 
the family is built on the foundation of God’s 
Word. “Unless the Lord builds the house, its builders 
labor in vain” (Psalm 127:1). Every home can 
find peace and joy in Jesus. Single-parent 
households, blended families, all families 
thrive when Jesus is placed at their center.

Christ-centered families cherish life, and the 
holidays provide a wonderful opportunity 
to create life-affirming traditions. Begin 
by examining your own family. Are there 
ways to show love and care that have been 
overlooked? As with society in general, it 
could be that we have neglected the weakest 
and the most needy. Sadly, it’s all too easy 
to forget aging parents or grandparents 

who physically or mentally cannot care 
for themselves. Involve the entire family 
in providing such care. Sometimes the 
simplest acts of love mean the most. 
Regularly take time to sit and listen and 
show them they are important to you. 
Even small children can participate.

If a family member is institutionalized 
consider celebrating holidays like 
Thanksgiving or Christmas where they live. 
This is especially important in those cases 
in which transportation issues may not be 
practical. Often you will find that nursing 
homes and other care centers offer the use 
of community rooms where larger family 
gatherings can take place. This may not 
seem as appealing as celebrating at home 
but, in the end, it’s the love and fellowship 
of family that matters. Who knows? Your 
small sacrifice could turn out to be one 
of the most memorable gatherings ever!

“For Christ’s love compels us” (2 Corinthians 5:14). 
Caring for family members is a fruit of faith. 
The Spirit of God lives in us, and our actions 
reflect that. Cherishing life both physically 
and spiritually is faith in action. “If anyone 
does not provide for his relatives, and especially for 
his immediate family, he has denied the faith and 
is worse than an unbeliever” (1 Timothy 5:8).

Your family can also seek opportunities 
to serve others outside of your relation. 
Perhaps you can “adopt” an elderly or 
disabled person who has no family or can’t 
be with their loved ones. Make visits with 
them a part of your holiday tradition.

Inaugurate a family project that provides 
support for your local Christian Life 
Resources affiliate or for our maternity 
home, New Beginnings – A Home for Mothers. 
Even small demonstrations of love can mean 
a lot to those who have never experienced 
the love and support of a Christian family.  

As our families grow together in God’s 
Word, we also grow in sanctification. 
With Christ living in us, we become more 
concerned about living a life that glorifies 
God. We will no longer be satisfied with 
holiday-only traditions that cherish 
life. Our goal, as redeemed children of 
God, will be year-round traditions that 
cherish life in time and in eternity.

Christ-centered families 
cherish life, and the holidays 

provide a wonderful 
opportunity to create life-

affirming traditions.
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 N e w s  &  VIEWS   

Washington Assisted Suicide 
Initiative Part of National 
Push, Critics Warn
Critics of Washington state’s assisted suicide 
initiative to allow terminally-ill people to 
legally obtain lethal prescription drugs to 
end their own lives, warn the effort is part of 
a national strategy to allow legalized doctor-
assisted suicide throughout the country. 

SOURCE:  9/19/08 – CNA.com

Website Resource:  

www.ChristianLifeResources.com (Shortcut # 7731)

Abortion Trend Shows 
Significant Profile Change
The research arm of Planned Parenthood 
released its first comprehensive analysis 
since 1974 tracking demographic 
characteristics of women receiving 
abortions. The Alan Guttmacher study 
showed a significant shift in the abortion 
rate, declining more among white 
women and teens than among black 
and Hispanic and older women.

SOURCE:  9/19/08 – Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

Website Resource:  

www.ChristianLifeResources.com (Shortcut # 7740)

First License to Clone Human 
Embryos Issued in Australia
A research firm in Sydney, Australia, 
has been given permission to clone 
human embryos. Australia’s first licenses 
to allow human cloning were issued 
September 16 to Sydney IVF Limited 

by the country’s Embryo Research 
Licensing Committee of the National 
Health and Medical Research Council.

SOURCE:  9/17/08 - www.6minutes.com.au

Website Resource:  

www.ChristianLifeResources.com (Shortcut # 7739)

Tooth Stem Cells Show Promise 
for Stroke-Injured Brains
Research from the University of Adelaide 
shows promise in the use of adult stem 
cells found in dental pulp to repair brains 
damaged by stroke. The scientific team 
from South Australian University’s newly-
created Centre for Stem Cell Research 
has begun research using extracted adult 
wisdom teeth to create the stem cells.

SOURCE:  9/19.08 – LifeSiteNews.com

Website Resource:  

www.ChristianLifeResources.com (Shortcut # 7732)

Spain Mulls Amending 
Abortion Restrictions
More than two decades after 
decriminalization of abortion in Spain, 
the socialist government plans to amend 
its current abortion law. Pro-abortion 
government officials are looking into 
lifting restrictions on legalized abortion 
there, because they say Spain’s 17 regions 
administer and apply the law differently.

SOURCE:  9/5/08- www.CRonline.com

Website Resource:  

www.ChristianLifeResources.com (Shortcut # 7733)

• Support Christian Life Resources through the United Way

“Donor Choice” program. “Donor Choice” brings United Way contributions to

Christian Life Resources, a qualified charitable agency.

• Ask your employer for a “Donor Choice” form and designate Christian Life Resources.

For more information call: 1-800-729-9535
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Hallmark Introduces “Same-
Sex Marriage” Cards
The nation’s largest greeting card company 
recently introduced a variety of same-
sex “marriage” wedding cards. Hallmark 
says the cards, released this summer, fill 
a niche market attributed to consumer 
demand. The specialized line currently 
sports four different designs with neutral 
text on the inside of each card.

SOURCES:  8/21/08- www.CitizenLink.org;  
8/26/08 – Pastor’s Weekly Briefing

Website Resource:  

www.ChristianLifeResources.com (Shortcut # 7741)

Convicted Canadian 
Euthanasia Murderer Allowed 
Transfer by Parole Board
Robert Latimer, a Canadian father convicted 
in the euthanasia death of his 12-year-old 
daughter Tracy, has received permission 
from parole officials to be moved to a 
minimum security facility near Victoria, 
British Columbia, where he will continue 
serving his life sentence and receive 
additional training as an electrician.

SOURCE:  9/17/08 – LifeSiteNews.com

Website Resource:  
www.ChristianLifeResources.com (Shortcut # 7735) 

Down’s Syndrome Test Risky 
for All Babies, Study Reveals
Invasive prenatal testing for Down’s 
syndrome results in the miscarriage of two 
babies without the condition for every three 
babies found to have Down’s syndrome, 
say the authors of a new study in Britain. 

SOURCES:  9/18/08 - LifeSiteNews.com;  
9/19/08 - CNSNews.com

Website Resource:  

www.ChristianLifeResources.com (Shortcut # 7730)

Woman in Schiavo-Style 
Legal Case Dies 
A Florida woman kept alive by a feeding 
tube since suffering a stroke in late 2007 
died September 17 before a court could 
settle on the Terri Schiavo-style case 
between family members regarding 
removal of her nutrition and hydration. 
Karen Weber, 57, had not signed a medical 
directive before suffering a seizure and 
subsequent stroke last December.

SOURCE:  9/21/08 - LifeNews.com

Website Resource:  

www.ChristianLifeResources.com (Shortcut # 7738)

Stem Cell Pioneer Touts 
Non-Destructive Stem Cell 
Research at World Summit
Dr. James Thomson, known as the father of 
embryonic stem cell research, suggested 
that newly-discovered iPS cells will stem 
the controversy involving future work 
in the laboratory. The iPS cells can be 
reprogrammed to an embryonic state but do 
not involve the destruction of early human 
life. Thomson made his remarks at the 2008 
World Stem Cell Summit in Madison.

SOURCE:  9/23/08 – LifeNews.com

Website Resource:  
www.ChristianLifeResources.com (Shortcut # 7742)

Christian based, professional 
counseling and assessment 

services specializing in:

12690 W. North Avenue, Building C
Brookfi eld, WI 53005

W175 N11163 Stonewood Drive
Germantown, WI 53002

262.785.1008  www.christianlifecounseling.net

Marriage
and Family

Parenting Educational 
Testing

ADHD Depression Anxiety

The percentage of children under age 18 

living with two married parents fell from 

77 percent in 1980 to 68 percent in 2007. 

In 2007, 23 percent of children lived with 

only their mothers, 3 percent lived with 

only their fathers, 3 percent lived with 

two unmarried parents, and 4 percent 

lived with neither of their parents.
SOURCE: America’s Children in Brief: Key 
National Indicators of Well-Being, 2008
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New Beginnings – A Home for Mothers, a separate legal entity 
affiliated with CLR, supports single mothers in a residential 
setting who have decided to carry their babies to term 
while teaching them how to include Jesus in their lives.

The Christians Concerned for Life Foundation is a separate legal 
entity affiliated with CLR, established to sponsor special life 
and family affirming projects that reflect Biblical principles 
in protecting human life and ministering to souls.
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OUR MISSION
The mission of Christian Life 	
    �Resources (CLR) is to use life and 

family issues as bridges to convey 
the love of God and to share the 
message of salvation through Christ.




