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As the staff of Christian Life Resources works hard to use
life and family issues as bridges to share the message 

of salvation through Christ, we would like to take a moment
to thank you for all of your support throughout the year and
pray for God’s richest blessings on your holiday season.
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develops educational materials and resources supporting our
life and family ministry, and assists 82 affiliates in
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counseling and resource centers; COMPASS Productions
produces media projects both within and outside the realm of
life issues; and Life Resources International provides pro-life
counseling, resources and humanitarian aid to people in other
countries. 
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setting who have decided to carry their babies to term while
teaching them how to include Jesus in their lives. 

The Christians Concerned for Life Foundation is a separate
legal entity affiliated with CLR, established 
to sponsor special life and family affirming projects 
not covered by regular operating budgets. Gifts to the
foundation and subsequent earnings are granted to special
projects which reflect Biblical principles in protecting
human life and ministering to souls. 

All Scripture quotations are taken from the Holy Bible,
New International Version @ 1973, 1978, 1984 by
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Christian Life Resources (CLR) reserves 
and maintains the following websites:

www.ChristianLifeResources.com, 
www.ClearlyCaring.com, 
www.LifeWitness.com, 
www.HomeforMothers.com, 
www.SectionQ.com, 
www.CLRStore.com, 
and www.CLRFocus.org. 
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content of any other websites using similar names. 

Artwork on the cover is by artist, Doug Knutson. Other
Knutson artwork can be purchased around the country 
and through the CLR store (www.CLRstore.com).

activity spotlight

from the editor

As we celebrate the upcoming Epiphany
season, consider conducting the 

“Change for Life” baby bottle project in your church or
school. January 22 recognizes the sad reality of legalized
abortion in our country. This is a chance to bring gifts in
celebration of life as the wise men did in celebration of
the birth of our King. Funds raised help children and
their mothers who have chosen not to abort their
children. Consider how you can help.

For more information on this project or to reserve bottles
for your church or school, contact Helen 
at bottle@christianliferesources.com 
or call her at 414-774-1331 or 800-729-9535.

Christian Life Resources and its affiliated
pregnancy counseling centers have been

ministering to women facing an unplanned
pregnancy for over 21 years. We have had the
opportunity in those years to reach out to tens of
thousands of women and their families all over the
world with the love of Christ. Lives have been
changed – lives have been saved. This work has been
an incredible blessing especially to those of us who
have been a part of this ministry from the beginning.
The reality is that many of the original leaders would
like to partner with the next generation to keep this
vital ministry strong and active.

This is happening in an exciting way at one of our
pregnancy counseling centers. At our Madison
Heights center in Michigan we have a new group of
three “younger ladies” who have taken that ministry
and are carrying it forward into the future. Their
energy, fresh ideas and enthusiasm are inspiring! They
have evaluated everything in their center with fresh
eyes and have made improvements based on what they
feel will appeal to their clients. They even take a
different approach to counseling, based more on what
their generation expects from a pregnancy counseling
center, with a more relational approach.

The majority of our pregnancy counseling center
clients are 18- to 29-years old and these are the
women being targeted by pro-abortion agencies. We
need the younger generation to minister to their peers
and to introduce fresh ideas on how to reach out to
their generation. We need your energy and
enthusiasm, we need your technical knowledge to
keep up with the times, we need your assistance with
contacts on college campuses, and we need you to
help reach out to a generation who is being mislead
about abortion and its complications. 

What can you expect from the older generation of 
pro-life leaders? You can expect advice and counseling
from many years of experience in dealing with this
issue. You will hear stories about lives that have been

touched –  and saved. A continued vested interest in 
the ministry. Most importantly, you will receive
support and prayers.

If you are 18- to 29-years old, your generation
needs your help. You will find this work rewarding
as it gives you many opportunities to share your faith
in your Savior Jesus. If counseling isn’t something
you would like to do, there are many other
opportunities such as: developing and maintaining
websites, office work, planning and assisting with
promotional and fund raising campaigns, planning
strategies for reaching out to your peers, making
contacts on your college campuses, etc. 

To find a Christian Life Resources pregnancy
counseling center go to:
www.christianliferesources.com/?crisisPregnancy.
Call today and find out how you can make a
difference through this work for your generation and
for future generations to come.
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himself. But what is often overlooked are the
traditions of his home that made him know inside
that, while his family would be disappointed, he
could still return. He could still ask for and would
receive forgiveness.

A disciplined observance of Thanksgiving can be a
tradition with an open door. It provides for pride to be
swallowed, arms to be outstretched, tears to be shed,
and restoration to begin.

Some advocate Thanksgiving as a time of private
family observance. I disagree. Include many relatives
in the event to afford greater opportunities for
restoration. Make it an event that is more than just an
elaborate dinner for the family. In my childhood
Thanksgiving was a time where the widowed of our
church and community came to our home. For some
we became an extended support system as they
wrestled with life’s many problems.

When done well and “religiously” adhered to, a
strong tradition brings home the wandering, draws
together those who are drifting, and provides a
wonderful forum for mending fences. Even when
distance and resources make it impossible to bring
together all who had once been part of this tradition,
it creates the longing which finds expression in 
phone calls, e-mails, and letters. Things are often
communicated because of the tradition that should be
communicated sooner or more often. Words like, “I
miss you,” “I love you,” “I wish you were here,” 
and “When can you visit?” communicate that even 
to the erring and wandering, there is still a place 
for restoration.

None of this diminishes the Christian’s daily
thanksgiving for the graciousness of God who
provides for our worldly needs and our eternal
solution in Christ. Enveloping it with a tradition 
of family and togetherness provides a forum for
celebration and puts the heart of appreciation to 
work with deeds of forgiveness and restoration.

Thanksgiving is a great time
of the year for my family.

First of all, it takes place in the
fall. There is something warm
and inviting about the colors of
fall and the beauty of the trees as
their leaves change. While those
of us in the “north country”
know it is the precursor to
another cold and snowy winter,
it still exudes a sense of family,
togetherness, and tradition.

I know not all families value Thanksgiving like mine
does, and that is too bad. My parents instilled in me a
strong tradition at Thanksgiving to get together and
celebrate not just our material blessings, but also the
blessings of family and friends. It’s a time when busy
siblings pack up their families and make the trip home
just to be together. It’s a time when those too far away
find a moment to call home and so touch peripherally
this semblance of family togetherness.

Though it is not a church holiday, nearly every church
finds cause to hold a service of Thanksgiving. I am
surprised, however, that we rarely hear the story of the
Prodigal’s Son (more contemporarily known as “The
Parable of the Lost Son”). You know the story (see
Luke 15:11ff): a son wishes to get his inheritance
early and then runs off to squander it on wild living.

As might be expected, he soon finds himself out of
money and out of luck, longing to eat at least as well
as the pigs eat. So he returns home because he knew –
he knew that there he could find some reprieve  –
some hope – some restoration. His homecoming was
cause for great celebration. The reception by his father
was more than he expected and more than his brother
felt he deserved. But, he knew he could come home.

I always thought this parable was a wonderful
Thanksgiving sermon, because it touched on some
very important components for a family: 1) learning
appreciation; 2) learning the value of family; 
and 3) finding a good investment in practicing 
a good tradition.

There was something about the way the Lost Son was
raised that told him he could come home. There was
something about home that reminded him there was
love, acceptance, and a heart that would take him
back, despite the sacrifice of losing his standing in
the family.

Thanksgiving is a wonderful time for families to
establish and sustain a family tradition. For years at
our Thanksgiving table we said a prayer of thanks 
to God for all that God had done for us, especially
since we knew we did nothing to deserve such
blessings. Each year we’d tease each other as we
celebrated the special joy of being together. Weather
permitting, we took a post-meal walk to recover from
our over-indulgence, and talked about the challenges 
of life and the opportunities that lie ahead.

Sometimes we returned to the house to play games or
work on a project with the added help of the family
members who returned home. At other times we

devoted a few hours to the traditional football games,
or spent time visiting while one washed and the other
dried the many dishes left after the meal.

In this annual ritual we learned by our actions the
value of family, the appreciation we have for the
providence of God, and the idea that thanksgiving
begins with the awareness that each of us are
uniquely and undeservedly blessed by a God who
sacrifices and forgives.

Now consider what the Thanksgiving tradition does
for a family. No family is immune from the ravages
of sin. Sometimes it’s a wayward son, an unwed
sister’s pregnancy, a father’s act of indiscretion, or a
mother’s thoughtless words that fractured the family
in the course of a year. Yet, when a tradition is
observed regularly, it brings even the prodigal’s son
back, seeking a refuge from his own transgressions
and forgiveness.

A good friend of mine and I once talked about our
different political views, comparing and contrasting
conservatism and liberalism. He wisely observed that
it is in our nature to not only insist on when we are
right, but to also rebuke those who are wrong. I think
that is true.

In our righteous indignation to condemn abortion,
euthanasia, homosexual marriage, promiscuity, etc.,
we often erect a wall that is neither inviting nor
forgiving. It allows little opportunity for the errant 
to return and recover from their own mistakes. 
It allows little chance for broken hearts to mend,
disappointments to be discussed, and spiritual
matters to be addressed.

No one debates the error of the prodigal’s son. Jesus
makes it clear that this young man thought only of
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A disciplined observance of
Thanksgiving can be a tradition
with an open door. It provides 

for pride to be swallowed, arms 
to be outstretched, tears to be
shed, and restoration to begin.
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Why Not Me?
leth•ar•gy 
(leth’ r-je) n., pl. -gies.
A state of sluggishness, 
inactivity, and apathy.
Sometimes we just can’t believe how unconcerned
even our fellow believers appear to be about the
erosion of morality and family. They seem lethargic.
Somebody has to do something!

I cannot control what others do, and I cannot control
how others think. I can control me, however! Maybe
I don’t want to go to meetings, give presentations,
write articles – but I also don’t want to be lethargic
while lives are lost, families are destroyed, and faith
is jeopardized.

Consider becoming a Life Witness.

A Life Witness is a link between the information
that Christian Life Resources has, and the people 

of your congregation or community who need it. 
A Life Witness is the conduit of education and
resource for people who need to know more about
life and family issues.

Being a Life Witness can be summed up in one word:
OPPORTUNITY! You look for the opportunity to
share information. You look for the opportunity to 
help the pastor get the word out about life and family
issues. You look for the opportunity to make good use
of your time and do those things you can do, and like
doing, to protect lives and families.

It costs nothing. You decide what you want and don’t
want to do. You are kept in the information loop on
what is happening in life and family issues. And, most
importantly, it is your chance to help others.

Learn more about what it means to be 
a Life Witness by calling Christian Life Resources 
at 1-800-729-9535, 
e-mail to: witness@ChristianLifeResources.com, 
or check out the program at: www.LifeWitness.com
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Q: My mother has multiple sclerosis and has
been given only a few years to live. Our family is
concerned about Mom spending the last few
years of her life suffering. What can we do?

A: The fear of pain affects many decisions in life. As
a loving family, you certainly want to protect your
mother from pain, and there is nothing wrong with
keeping a loved one comfortable. Medical science has
developed and refined pain medication to the point
that patients should never have to unduly suffer. If
your mother’s doctors are not able to control her pain
at any point in her illness, seek another doctor or a
pain specialist.

Also realize there are various kinds of pain that your
mother could suffer. Physical pain is an obvious
concern, but you also need to be aware of spiritual
and emotional pain. I encourage you to spend time
with your mother on a regular basis throughout her
last years. Share God’s Word with her, even if you
get to the point when she can’t give a response. Pray
with her, sing songs to her, and read devotions to
her. Physical pain can be controlled with
medication, but loved ones need to provide for her
spiritual needs as well.

You are wise in considering this issue now rather than
waiting until the later stages of her illness. Make a
plan and share it with your mother. Talk openly about
the illness, its effects, and the challenges that are
going to confront all of you. Addressing the situation
up-front will not be easy, but it will help prepare all of
you for her last days here on earth and prepare her for
her pain-free eternity in heaven.

Q: I have followed the legislative and judicial
process surrounding the Partial-Birth Abortion
ban. Everyone says this is a horrific procedure,
but the procedure has not yet been banned.
What is causing the delay?

A: You are right that it is a horrific procedure, but not
everyone agrees with that fact. There are still people
who feel the rights of the mother are always more
important than the life of the baby.

question & answer

by Paul Snamiska
WELS Lutherans for Life Administrator

The delay in the court system is currently due to a
clause that refers to the “health of the mother.” Ever
since the 1973 U.S. Supreme Court decisions [Roe v.
Wade and Doe v. Bolton], abortion has been legal for
any reason and at any time in a woman’s pregnancy.
The “health exception” states that a woman can justify
her abortion for her own health reasons, including
mental health. Since partial-birth abortions are not
done to preserve the life of a mother, and in most cases
the procedure creates great risk to the mother’s health,
the bill does not include the misleading “health”
clause. The courts’ rulings so far have cited the need
for a health exception in the law and concluded that,
without the exception, the law is unconstitutional. Until
the U.S. Supreme Court rules that a health exception is
not required in every abortion-related legislation, it is
doubtful that a lower court will rule otherwise. This
case is most certainly headed for the U.S. Supreme
Court in this next session.

life witness connection

-e˘
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around the world
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In January of 2004, a woman named Rose called the
Alameda Pregnancy Counseling Center in San Jose,
CA, and asked if she could share her life’s story to
help the pro-life cause. I had the opportunity to meet
and interview her and would like to share with you
her truly amazing story.

Rose Dent was born prematurely in 1932. She was
delivered at home by the family doctor weighing

just 1 pound, 12 ounces. Such an early birth resulted
in underdevelopment of her eyes. She has no vision in
one eye but says God allowed her to have a small
window of light in the other which permits her to see
light, color and shapes, though blurred. He also gave
her a cheerful, plucky disposition, rosy cheeks and
naturally curly hair. Her inspiring story is one showing
God has a purpose for every human life. Rose
survived her fragile beginning to marry the love of her
life, Ted Deterding, a fellow student at the Special
School for the Blind. Their marriage lasted 43 years
and was blessed by God with 7 healthy children, 14
grandchildren and 3 great-grandchildren.

Rose’s mother had a difficult time with pregnancy
and lost a baby before becoming pregnant with Rose.
She went into labor early and experienced heavy
bleeding. The family doctor worked to pull her
through and told her husband that Rose had been
miscarried and left. After the doctor left, Rose’s father
walked into the bedroom and saw on the foot of the
bed a little 1 pound, 12 ounce, baby girl move ever so
slightly. Realizing she was still alive, he picked her
up, cleaned her up, wrapped her in a soft cloth, and
placed her in a cigar box in the oven at a low
temperature with the door ajar. He fed her milk with
an eyedropper. Three days later the doctor came back
to check on her mother. As he turned to leave, her

Rose’s story

father said, “Don’t you want to see the baby?” The
doctor said, “WHAT BABY?”

Needless to say, Rose was taken to the hospital and
placed in an incubator. Her father supplied blood for
several transfusions. She stayed there for three months
in the care of loving nurses who took pictures of this
amazing baby while she continued to grow and thrive.
Some of these nurses stayed in contact with her
throughout her childhood days.

When Rose was 4-years-old, another challenge arose
for her. A tumor was discovered behind her right eye.
After the needed surgery to remove the tumor, her
vision improved! When she was out of the hospital,
her father took her to an amusement park. They took a
ride in a boat on the lake, and the electric cables to the
boats threw sparks. She could see them and was at
first frightened, then delighted!

At the age of 5 her parents enrolled her in a special
school for the blind in Jacksonville, Illinois. There she
learned how to function as a blind person in a world
where others can see. Rose recalls learning many
things at the School for the Blind. She learned Braille,
typing, and even taught herself to read as she was able
to make out the letters on a screen that went with the
Braille she was learning. 

(continued on page 10)

by Jean Cross Photos Left to Right: Rose at 35 days; Rose at 111 days; Rose at age 4; Rose at age 16

Startling Study Finds Euthanasia 
Prevalent in the Netherlands
Just over half of physicians interviewed in the
Netherlands said that within the last two years they
administered “terminal sedation” to their dying
patients. The 410 doctors explicitly intended to
hasten death in 17 percent of patients and partly
intended to do so in 47 percent of the time. The
report, published in the August 30 Annals of Internal
Medicine, found that in nine out of ten cases
palliative care to relieve pain could have avoided the
hastening of the patients’ deaths.

[9/14/04 - Expatica News]

New Zealand Wants 
Alcohol Warning Labels
In an effort to reduce the number of children born
with fetal alcohol syndrome, New Zealand is calling
for all liquor to carry a health warning about its use
during pregnancy. The New Zealand Alcohol Advisory
Council estimated that between two and three babies
out of every 1,000 have fetal alcohol syndrome; four
to five in every 1,000 suffer some effects. Dr. Kathy
Kitson, Massey University Institute of Food, Nutrition
and Human Health, said: “Warning labels on bottles
may not stop those who have a real drinking problem
…but you will get social drinkers to take a second
look and many will say: ‘This is only nine months. 
I can do it.’”

[9/14/04 - New Zealand Press Association]

United Kingdom to Allow 
At-Home Use of RU 486
The UK government approved the use of RU 486
(the abortion pill) for home administration, rather
than under the supervision of medical staff at
hospitals or abortion clinics. The new guidelines
began in September 2004. The new directive allows a
woman who has been given the first of two drugs by
an abortionist to self-administer the second drug two
days later at home. The second drug induces the
expulsion of the already-dead baby and is the more
dangerous aspect of the chemical abortion process.

[8/9/04 - LifeSiteNews.com]

Britain Establishes First Stem Cell Bank
The world’s first stem bank was established in Britain.
The bank will store embryonic and fetal stem cells
from test tube babies, aborted babies, and from
embryos left over after in-vitro fertilization, and adult
stem cells.

[Summer 2004 - HLA Actions News]

Spain Delays Abortion Vote to 2005
A proposal to liberalize Spain’s abortion laws has 
been shelved until the new year. Currently, Spain’s
abortion laws permit mothers to abort their children 
if the mother’s life is in danger, or for rape or fetal
abnormality. The Socialist ruling party proposed a
change to the law, suggesting that abortion should be
allowed “when, in the judgement of the woman,
pregnancy would result in personal, family or 
socialist conflict.” Socialist Pilar Lopez said that
though the party concurs with the idea, “now is 
not the time” for the change. He said government 
will wait until the new year to present the change 
as part of a review of Spain’s Penal Code.

[10/4/04 - LifeSiteNews.com]

Christian Life Resources has various volunteer
opportunities where we could really use your

help. Whether you can help out once a year or
once a week, from our office or your own home,

we have a job for you!
Visit www.ChristianLifeResources.com/?Volunteer 

or call 1-800-729-9535 for more information.

Thank you!

“When you snuff out one life, 
you end more than 

just that one.” 
– Rose Dent Deterding



Economic Implications of the 
Aging in America
At an August 2004 symposium, Dr. Alan Greenspan,
Chairman of the Federal Reserve, explained the
economic impact of the America’s aging population.
As a result of an overall decline in fertility rates
among developed countries as well as an increase in
life expectancy, the working-age population is
expected to decline substantially over the next two
decades and to stay low thereafter. Greenspan said
Americans are not only living longer but are also
living healthier lives. In addition, Americans are
retiring at younger ages but that trend is likely to
reverse with rising pressures on retirement incomes
and a scarcity of experienced labor.

[8/27/04 – Federal Reserve Bank Symposium, Jackson
Hole, WY]

Couple Settles Embryo Mix-Up Case
A couple whose embryo was implanted into another
woman by mistake was awarded an undisclosed
financial settlement on September 13, 2004, in a
malpractice lawsuit brought against a fertility clinic’s
doctor. Deborah Perry-Rogers and Donna Fasano went
to a New York fertility clinic in 1998. Dr. Michael
Obasaju mistakenly switched the eggs, and Fasano
later gave birth to two boys, one white and one black.
Perry-Rogers and her husband, Robert, are black;
Fasano is white.

[9/14/04 - Seattle Post-Intelligencer]

Optimistic Attitude Promotes Health,
Study Finds
Positive thinking helps to speed up the healing
process. According to a seven-year University of Texas
study published in the journal Psychology and Aging,
researchers sampled elderly Mexican Americans and
measured their levels of frailty. Those with the most
positive attitudes at the onset of the study had the
smallest declines in health. The information could
help the steadily growing elder population stave off
physical ailments.

[9/14/04 - Milwaukee Journal Sentinel]

Teen Suicide Prevention Bill Passes 
in U.S. Congress
The U.S. Congress passed a measure on September 9,
2004, to help prevent teenage suicide. The bill, named
in memory of Oregon Senator Gordon Smith’s son
Garrett who killed himself in 2003, authorizes
expenditures of $80M over three years for prevention
programs and research.

[9/10/04 - Reuters]

Fetal Stem Cells Could Bring Healing to
Moms Long after Pregnancy
The July 7, 2004, Journal of the American Medical
Association reports that a study involving cells from
unborn babies seem to survive for years in mothers’
blood and tissues. Researchers at Tufts-New England
Medical Center discovered that fetal cells removed
from diseased liver and thyroid tissues of women who
gave birth to sons showed the fetal cells began to
resemble cells normally found in the organs. Dr.
Diana Biancho, chief of medical genetics,
hypothesized that lines of fetal stem cells “could have
therapeutic potential for that woman, her children, and
perhaps even unrelated individuals” simply by
drawing blood from any woman who was pregnant
and using them for therapy when needed.

[July 2004 - NRL News]

news in brief
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As she neared her last years in the school, she
performed in a school play. Ted Deterding, a
classmate, was her fiancee in this play. This began a
friendship which blossomed into real love. At age 18,
when Rose brought Ted home to meet her parents,
they were not pleased and did not think marriage
could work for two blind people. Her parents were
very protective of her. After a two-week visit, they
went to see Ted’s mother in southern Illinois. She had
a small cabin on her property and was more accepting
of their plans to marry. So Ted and Rose were married
by a Justice of the Peace in November of 1951 and set
up housekeeping in the little cabin. In 1952 their first
son was born – two months premature but with no
health problems. Ted and Rose were blessed with a
total of 7 children in 9 years. This was a bit
overwhelming, but somehow they managed.

Ted was a bright man with an IQ of 140 and a 1965
college graduate of Carbondale University in Illinois.
His dream was to be a history teacher. However, the
college felt he could not teach as a blind man. So he
took music courses and was a good musician playing
piano, mandolin and guitar. After various
disappointments in trying to find employment, Ted
decided to move his family to San Jose, California in
1976. Ted and Rose went to a Bay Area meeting of
jazz musicians. At this jam session, Ted was invited 
to play. They liked his music so much that he became
part of a group called “The Entertainers” playing
engagements for country clubs, weddings and other
events. Rose also found work in 1976 with Good 
Will Industries. She started work in the packaging
department and eventually in quality control. 

In 1979, Rose was diagnosed with cataracts – another
challenge. Her vision at this time was 20/400. After
cataract removal, her vision improved to 20/200 with
glasses – another blessing! Now with glasses and
good lighting she could get by. On her rides to work
on the city bus, Rose made a friend who worked in the
city’s probation department. With the help of this
friend, in August of 1980 Rose began transcription of
court reports of minors who went to trial. She never
got bored – each case was like a story as she listened
to tapes and typed.

In 1996, the Lord called Ted home. Rose really
misses him but is thankful to have had such a nice
husband and father for her children. Since then, Rose
has been able to fill her days with new and interesting

experiences. In 2002 she went on a cruise with five
other visually-challenged friends and a special travel
agent who could explain the sights. They took a 16-
day trip through the Panama Canal. On this trip Rose
got to swim with a dolphin that would not stop
kissing her!

Currently Rose lives with a roommate who is also
blind. She is proficient on a computer – using special
adaptive programs to assist her diminished vision. She
is a member of the San Jose Visionary Lions Club
whose members are mostly visually challenged, and
serves on the Silicon Valley Council for the Blind.
Rose has been asked to speak by various organizations
about her story of how God provides and has a
wonderful plan for every life. God continues to bless
Rose and make her a blessing to others. Rose says, “I
have the joy of Jesus in me and you can do anything if
you have that.”

Jean Cross is the Center Director at the Alameda
Pregnancy Counseling Center in San Jose, California
(the ministry of the Bay Area Chapter of WELS
Lutherans for Life).



reminder of the passage they had shared on their
special day so many years ago. Little could my
Grandpa have known that his simple gift would have
such special meaning to a grandson he wouldn’t meet
for another 25 years. 

“Pass it on . . .” Those words from my Grandma’s
letter have taken on even greater meaning for Ann and
myself as the years have passed by. Now, almost 12
Christmases later, our treasured family heirloom has
come to symbolize the legacy of faith that God has
entrusted to us to pass along to our children and to our
children’s children. It reminds us of the stories of
Jesus that were shared with us by loving parents and
grandparents when we were just kids. It reminds us of
the important role we play in passing those stories
along to three little boys who someday may have
families of their own. It reminds us that because of
what Jesus has done, we can all be “joyful in hope,
patient in affliction, and faithful in prayer” as we live
out our days on this earth.

Thank you, Grandma. Thank you for passing on a
beautiful piece of our family history. But more
importantly, thank you for passing on the Good News
of a Savior who was willing to die because He wasn’t
willing to live without us. A gift like that just has to
be shared.

Thad Jahns, M.S., has served as a career counselor
and marriage and family therapist. He currently
serves as Family Minister at St. Paul's Lutheran
Church in Wisconsin Rapids, WI. Thad and his wife,
Ann, are parents of three energetic young boys.
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We made quite a haul when it came to wedding and
Christmas gifts that year, but none meant as much as
the package we received from my Grandma. Enclosed
in a box and carefully wrapped in tissue paper was
the wooden plaque, along with a handwritten note
that read:

Christmas 1992

Dear Ann and Thad,

Grandpa made this for me while he was
stationed at Pearl Harbor from October
1944 to November 1945. Since your
wedding text was also Romans 12:12, 
I would like you to have it now. 

After you have been married for 51 
years you may pass it on to one of 
your grandchildren. 

Wishing you God’s richest blessings 
as you share many years together.

Love, 

Grandma

As I read the note aloud to my new bride, I realized
for the first time that the beautiful wooden piece I
gazed at as a child was the handiwork of another
young groom – a gift from his heart, and made with
his very own hands, for the love of his life. It was a

family tips

There’s an old, cherry-
colored wooden plaque

that sits prominently atop a
cabinet in our bedroom.
It’s a beautiful piece of
work, despite the small cracks that have started to
form in the joints, the result of many humidity
changes over the past 60 years. Displayed on the left
side is a faded picture of a young Jesus in the temple,
speaking with the religious teachers of his day. On the
right is a water-stained picture of an adult Jesus with
long, wavy hair and a beard. And in the center,
carefully burned into the wood, are these simple
words: “Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation;
continuing instant in prayer.” 

The old, wooden plaque used to belong to my
grandparents. I can remember it from when I was a
child. I can remember staring at the pictures, still
too young to read the inscription. I can remember
how I was drawn to the artists’ renditions of a Savior
I was just starting to learn about. Trips to Grandma
and Grandpa’s house were always very special.
Grandpa was a carpenter and would “hire” me to
help clean up his shop. A hard day’s work was
rewarded with a selection from the treasure chest of
ice cream treats in the basement freezer. At the end
of the day, Grandma would make great meals –
manly meals with meat and potatoes. Grandpa
would gulp down his iced tea and we would talk
about the day. I remember that Grandma’s meals
always started with a prayer of thanks and ended
with a short devotion from the booklet that sat in 
the napkin holder on the kitchen table. 

Grandpa was called home to Jesus
while I was on a college baseball

trip in the spring of 1989. My
girlfriend, Ann, sat with me
and the rest of my family at 

his funeral. As the oldest grandchild, I served as my
Grandma’s escort throughout the day. I imagine at
some point during that difficult day, she was
reminded of and strengthened by the passage that was
burned into the wood, the words she looked at every
day when she walked past the plaque: “Rejoicing in
hope; patient in tribulation; continuing instant in
prayer.” In the years that followed, with the support 
of her family and friends, and trusting in her loving
God, Grandma slowly adjusted to a new life without
her partner of 51 years. 

At the same time, Ann and I were making
preparations to begin our new life together. During
1992 I found myself graduating from college,
beginning graduate school, and getting ready for a
December wedding. As the special day drew closer,
Ann and I began the process of finding an appropriate
text for our wedding message. Each of us hoped to
find a passage that would have special meaning for us
that day and give us encouragement in the years
ahead. Of all the passages in Scripture, one verse from
Paul’s letter to the Romans caught our attention. It was
simple and direct, yet loaded with meaning and hope
for all the ups and downs of married life. With no
conscious recollection of the plaque in Grandma’s
house, we chose a verse from the book of Romans for
our wedding text. In the New International Version it
reads like this: “Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction,
faithful in prayer.” 

Pass It On
by Thad Jahns
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by Paul Snamiska
WELS Lutherans for Life
Administrator

Iwould like to use
this article to

provide some quick
notes and make a
couple of requests
regarding parish
nursing.

All parish nurses on
our mailing list were
sent a mailing with 
a survey. The
information from
these surveys helps
guide us in making
decisions about the
parish nursing

program in the future. If you did not receive a
survey, but would like to complete one, contact me
at pauls@christianliferesources.com.

We are in contact with many parish nurses
throughout the country, but there are many nurses,
as well as pastors, who could benefit from our
mailings and direct contact. Please provide us with
your name and contact information if you have an
interest in learning more about parish nursing, or if
you have an active parish nursing practice but are
not on our mailing list.

A short history of parish nursing in the WELS
has been written and listed on our website. You
can access the information through our website at
www.christianliferesources.com/?parishnursing. 

Did you know that CLR has an extensive lending
library? You can request books or videos on a
variety of life and ethical issues relating to the work
of parish nurses. Feel free to stop by the national
office or contact us for a sampling of materials that
would benefit you personally as well as
professionally. Call 1-800-729-9535.

A Parish Nurse Gathering is being planned. If 
you have an interest in getting information, give 
us your name and address. We will add you to our
mailing list. 

Clearly Caring 15November /December 200414

What is your favorite Christmas movie? Maybe
it’s a classic such as Holiday Inn (1942) or

Miracle on 34th Street (1947). Perhaps it’s a newer
release like Home Alone (1990). Whatever your
favorite one might be, there are many fine Christmas
movies that can provide wholesome entertainment 
for the whole family.

I asked our staff here at Christian Life Resources to
name their favorite Christmas films and here’s how
they responded:

Five staff members gave the nod to the 1946 classic,
It’s A Wonderful Life. Second place was a tie between
the familiar films White Christmas (1954) and A
Christmas Story (1983). The Bishop’s Wife (1947), 
A Christmas Carol (1951), and National Lampoon’s
Christmas Vacation (1996) rounded out the list.

My personal favorite is the 1951 version of Charles
Dickens’ A Christmas Carol. Many consider this the
definitive version with actor Alistair Sim a standout 
as Ebenezer Scrooge. Watching him transform from 
a cold and heartless miser into a warm and feeling
human being is the pleasure behind this film.

The escapism of the cinema can provide a much-
needed break from the tiring whirlwind of a busy
life. Taking five with one of these Christmas
fantasies is fine as long as we don’t allow it to
distract us from Christmas reality. A Christmas
Carol is a true classic but, like most Christmas
movies, it focuses on an earthly peace. It’s that
warm, fuzzy, and fleeting sentiment so many cling 

to during the Christmas season. 

As one of the most well-known and beloved tales of
all time, A Christmas Carol, focuses on the earthly
peace that can be gained through social reform. It’s a
noble cause to be sure, but earthly peace is a fickle
mistress that will only break your heart. Ebenezer
Scrooge finds this peace by transforming himself
from sinner into saint: “He became as good a friend,
as good a master, and as good a man as the good old
city knew, or any other good old city, town, or
borough, in the good old world.”

No amount of good works can bring the sinner peace.
The real peace behind Christmas is the lasting peace
that God’s Son, our Savior, brought into this sin-filled
world. The shepherds heard the angels sing of that
peace and Jesus promised us that peace: “Peace I
leave with you; My peace I give you. I do not give 
to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts 
be troubled and do not be afraid” (John 14:27).

To paraphrase Dickens: Jesus is as good a friend, 
as good a master, and as good a man as anyone 
will ever know. In fact, He’s perfect. He is true 
God and His perfect sacrifice brings peace to any 
city, town, or burough. He brings peace to the 
whole sin-filled world. 

Don’t get me wrong. I’m not condemning Christmas
movies. I’m just reminding you not to fall for fantasy
peace. Stay focused on the real peace that began in 
a Bethlehem manger and was fully realized on
Calvary’s cross.

today’s media parish nursing today

NEW Speakers’ Bureau!
In an effort to provide congregations and

organizations qualified speakers who have
extensively studied and researched life and family
issues from the Biblical perspective, Christian Life

Resources has developed a Speakers’ Bureau.

Visit our website at:
www.ChristianLifeResources.com/pdf/speakersbureau.pdf

for information on presentation topics, costs, 
and how to book a speaker. 

To request a speaker, call 1-800-729-9535 or email
speakers@ChristianLifeResources.com.

CELEBRATE LIFE 
WITH A SPECIAL TRIBUTE
This Christmas, consider celebrating the birth
of our King by giving the gift of a Life Tribute.
For those people on your list who are hard to
buy for, a Life Tribute gift may be the answer.  

A Life Tribute donation is a gift given to 
support the ministry of Christian Life

Resources, given in honor of a loved one 
on a special occasion or as a memorial.  

If you would like to give a Life Tribute gift, 
simply call 1-800-729-9535 or email

support@christianliferesources.com and we will send 
you a business card-sized note to include with your loved
one’s Christmas card.  This note simply says, “A gift of love
has been given to Christian Life Resources in your honor

on this special day.”  Then  send in your Life Tribute
donation to Christian Life Resources.

Thank you for joining us in celebrating life –
both on earth and in eternity!
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